Humbly propoſed to the genf ia of 
: \ our Governors, as well for the more 
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nun. thereof fitted for the Year 1504 
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Wherein i is al a 


f Regular Accounting of our Time, as 


| our better Defence againſt the Cavils 


of the Papal Chair. 


in our Julian Kalendar to al 


| Chriſtian Era, than hath been yet done 
3 the Gregorian Regulation. * 


: Wha hath been Urged or Infinuated | 
4 againſt the driempring ny Refor- | 
+ mation herein. - pay 


"LONDON, 


£4 as in kar . 


= _— _ 


11 — * — LS 
® — 


= l 


* yr 


„ 


* 
FT , * "> 
— Sth 2 242 A "IR , 
” - = — pe — * „ 
— » . = I - 
” : R 1 
« . * - 
k N - 
* = 9 - 


\. . F = ” *; & > - 1 * 
% - * . — - . - 8 _ = # - wo : — 
-4 of . . ho — * 5 2 
TO ir —EPh¾klV r %% „ „ 13 — * 


* 7 
BS 


_ * * 
— 


aur 
biebnele A bom 10141 


4 H A 


© ©, 2 ? x 


ZUSAWOT 


E 08 be Nala 150 Seth 
| 210 bar iI tw yimwnd. 152891 
* 

; 


onob By ned fi nSfH ack. n. MI 
ois dap sb S141 d 
MA HII v 
== eq men 


0 Apr THY) 


- . 
P õ ͥR 2 . 
” 


E Zo x 4 
0 1 Ne zal. Raid 1 
g 4. | 
| a 
| nid .noitem | 
; ; 
2 . 

10 . 73 0 bSlogo * Amt 
0 * 0 

em 971 10 1% 28 ante 00 190 

22 mi mo 10 Zul 111059 fan | 
4 | — 440 KY — 1 TIL; 2 28 wi Aa 1 18 > THU | 
T " 
[ 2 © . G2 1 * * 'A {1 } | 
: * —— —— —— — > — — — — — ͤ 333 LES —— 
| E ; 1 CL * WAY A 8 
„„ - 3 16008 2 yr 7 Ns er | 
| 03 1880 TH 9907 7% Auuunth. yg 3 0 WTI: | 
| ” 19© I . | 2.3 4 : | 4 3 wh NA 


- a0 2 EX iq 4 


Ninick Baer Pehl Tou fog 


fon torinctd from ** * 2 4 


ie 


11 
8 I » Gene 
28 L 222 N 1 * 


n Un nö noc om i 261 
We 1 RE bw 
ION l Vier 1 no TH __ \ 6) onal 


Ani un bib LH , wan — 


Era E 


cho * e. 0 TE 105 Jo ers 


en : DROOL, 2% {ITAMP 1 5 : * 


ane. 4 0 win 
BRL A 4 1 1 V4 


TT re 4 2 2 vrch 


Imvndd 1 Boakr "hore; e are 
e f what fon; 
m 4b bi 1 rd Dafone 
17 F chined t jn r | 
1 5 0 f eder bo ob 
haps We're can De a D 
Fo 55 a ee n my Menler Performanee, 
than 3 e 2 think Nhat uy 
hy 
Mex 92 5 tenſares. r 
. Phe! 20 Yell bim. , Thar he will be 


« 
1 


nd 
. ny 
1 
2 
Y _— 
i . DE? - 


The Preface 0 
the Time when they were wrote ; and if he Fi 
would know why the .y-came—no-ſooner-t6 3 


the Light, among — Reaſons not need- 


ful here to be mentioned, one I will aſſure 


him was, that I did nit think any | 
thing, I could dg, worthy of coming to Pub- 
kick "Gi bt.” Nor 22 12 Fc 7 
thin of this Nature. from another Hand, 5 
ſhould T have yet ventured abroad; what © 
I chere met with relating to this Subjeth, 4 
ſeeming rather to diſcourage an Eigen 3 
than to clear the Difficulties attendin 1 
Some. Expreſſions. in . Julian and Gre- 
goriamVear, „ mitle me hope the Author of il 
it meant to Undertake. ſo eg of this 
kind, and, bad it ben ſo, chi 00 n 
der ude been ed to the Publ ick Cen. 
ſure. 4 am þ well ſatisfied 5 this- Abili- 
ties, that F have. 10 roam to daubt..of his 
accompliſhing ſomething ee ef had he 
undertaken it; and 1 hope he mill yet make || 
good what he hath put us in Expectation 


of, concerning the Tee of. Time for * 


the Lange, le, A Dar; in the 
Julian 


2 ; be & 


ſeen any 2 


to che Realer 


Ie jan Period. His Approbation "Mr. 
o FTLidyat's ould have been an irrefra apabl e 
— Kab r to me, had I found it to c N with 
e what be grants of the Vernal Equinox 
bw: on the Twenty 15 of March! in our 
F s Time 3 which when he conſiders, 
I bope he will, if not alter his own "Fudg- 
ment in that particular, yet a tne Suſ- | 


= f. _. . 


3\ 


1 hal further dilated "ion this Allow: 
ance of Mr. Lidyat's, 71 51 recommend 
ed it, could I have met with in the Coun- 
try, whete my Reſidence is, his Book De 
Anni Solaris Menſura which ir quoted 
Fr it; and indeed my waiting for that 
From the Bobbſeller who promiſed it me, 
vas no ſmall Cauſe e of my bee P e theſe 
" I Papers under their en # And if 
there be any other Omiſſtons, or Diſappoint- 
nente, the Courteous Reader my 9 
with, impittable to a like Cauſe, I 8 
will Excuſe t them on the like Score. How : 
ever, 45 it ig, in a yr homely Dreſs 
witho. 
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The Preface 


15 5 I „ he, may Va ſome . uſeful 


Hants not a full Diſc ſeu on of. what on } 
the by | he: ng expedt : And — n | 
Dees haue been 15 ratified, g more ſatis- 
U have: Wyn _— n a l I 


ory Account o 


1 aber Hande, 


* 


F the word Retroceſſion, 4 nM to +3, * 
greſd the Equinox's, Foriatiam by, a 43 
not ſo. 27 as; Preceſſion, the Term 

by others, I mould have it cn 
ag that as they refer it chiefly. to its, Ml 
nora! o earlier i in Time, fo * as to its Re- | 
of its Place backward. i in. the Ka- 
My meaning, by it igof the ſame. | 


uſed-for it 


. 35 taken i 1 2 different. Reſpedt , »+ i 
28 , 45 it + this. Animadgerted, 1 | 
ett will prove the, Occaſton.. of no great 
Distel. . There will appear, its feared, | 

to the (Curious greater Cauſes, of . Diſliłke; 
of. hich although Jam nat Canſciouss xt. if 
ng Fenda Laa ane te Readers 


as Ay * Fa vour, 


Fe Advantage. 0 the alma? | 


but tog often, Deluſtze Cham: 


&- 


2 
F 5 
\ = - 


to the Reader. 


avour, if I conceal my Name, ſo that 
when 1 2 my Cenſure will be hard, I 


may bluſh behind the Curtain with the leſs 


» But I deſire every thing may be 


el weighed, before it be Condemned. 


8 T H E 


\ 
* 
x 
* 
1 
* 
* 
% 
= ea... TEE. FR 


* 
23 


. 
* 
* 
* 
r var - ah... 2 — 


— — 0 - — yy — — 4— .: = a _ _—_— _ — O — - 
— — — = * — . — — - ” — - 
— 
- + - — 


„ — — 3 tn... — r — * — I * _- — — — — — — — — 4 a "% Mind. ln Gre. 
a — <4, o no — - 
— I — — — — — — .* — — . Page 2 


92 — — — — — — — — — — —— — — — 
————— — —— . — — a - : ad * 
— — ow _ > — —L— —— — „ 4 — <A. A * — — a = * a — — — — — — 


fi 
| 
4 
[ 
: 
; 
| 
| 
' 
| 


| 4 14 P 6 39 - 's. 5 11 
: F x 5 
' t 24810 Sf13'7 1 e411 | 102 £ 
. = 7 — 41. = * n 
= Cy ö ” 4 | [ * 
3% | O . T4. | 0 
1 ' 1 


+ 4&8 4 | [ 27% F 
44 
* " * 
2 ” 2 " * . 
* * * * L 


TOWARDS... .....: 
Altering our Julian Kalender, &. 


T was laſt Year when firſt I entertained ſome 
Thoughts of an Eſſay of this Nature; but ſoon 
after receiving notice of a Book's coming out, 
Intituled, The Julian and Gregorian Tear; and 
mimmagining it not unlikely but ſome others of the 
like nature might ſoon follow it, I was in hopes 
my Labour had been ſuperceded by more able Work- 
men; ſo that I willingly took my Quietut, and fate 
down in Expectation of what would be done, either 
to my Conviction, or other Satisfaction. After ſome 
Stay for the ſight hereof, and many Avocations from 
* dent other Theugins, the Nexr wok y and with 
Ht my Intention of going-on with what I had 
; 1 got out of m N f 5 —_— at length, 1 2 
means | had before uſed, there was obtained ſor me 
the aforeſaid Book, and alſo the peruſal of ſome Let- 
DP | ters, 


- 
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ters, wrote by the Great and Learned Mathemati- 
cian Pr: Mulis, to the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
and the late Biſnop of Worceſter, in Anſwer to ſome 
ſent him from thoſe Reverend Prelates. It was ſome 
Satisfaction to me, to find from thoſe two Learned 
Pens a Conceſſion of that, which was the main Foun- | Þ 
dation whereupon my, Eſſay was to, ſtand, viz. he 
Errone Js of both 15 Julian u E clad R - 
counts; and likewiſe, that the Vernal Equinox was 
in our Saviour's time on or near the 


* Jul & Greg, 25th of March, * one of them acknow- N 


Tear, F. 20. ledging it to be yet there even in the 
Lear when he was Crucified- 

The Arguments they uſe againſt altering the Old 
Stile are levell'd chiefly againſt the exchanging it for 
that of Rome, and where any thing is ſaid with an 
appearance as if — bony a to hinder the, Correct- 


ing at all what they have granted to be Ertorieous; it 


was through an apprehenſion,” one may ſuſpect, of 
{ome very weighty Difficulties in the Attempt ; which 
will be-found upon aineater inſpection,” and which t 
their great Abilities vould not have miſsd ſeeing to t 
be but ſmall, had they given themſelves leave more t 
cloſeby to attend them. In the Cloſe of his Book, the 
laſt mentiom d Author ſeems not utterly averſe to 2 
Changey: provided it may be but more correctly done 
than chat of Rome. Wherefore if my mean Pen may 


in this: Paper drop any hints, whereby the Feaſible- f C 
nels and ſafe Practicability of accompliſhing an agree i 


able Reför mation, or yu for "the better, m 
appear, und which they or ochers ſhall. improve to 


employity if it prove otherwiſe, I hall ſarisfy'my 
felt with ny! well meant endeavour; and hope“ chat 
wilt paſs fer an Apology wich all Redſohfblè . 
-t2.1 Sm 10 Llu1ꝗ 507 offs U 100401819100 20 
(8121 \ | To 


® * 
8 — 
5 * > 
- 
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greater Pelfection, 1Hhall think it to have been wel p 


To Anſwer any Objections here, will not be ſu 
proper: as to do it after] have firſt given my Reader a 
© View of what it is thoſe Objections are to conrend 
with:; But ſome things that have been inſinuated 
ſeeming obliquely: to eroſs my firſt entrance, to re- 
m eng help to clear the way to what 1 amt 
Proſecuting. The Advice of the Wiſe- - 1 . 
man, not to remove the Ancient Prov. 22-28, 
Landmarſ, ſeems to me no Reaſon- 5 
able Obſtacle; for although I may not remove it 
when it ſtands Right, and in its firſt place, yet when 
through Time or Chance it hath flipr from its firſt! 
Station, it can ſurely be no fault to rectify, and ſet it 
ſtrait again. To reduce it to its Ancient Poſture, is 
really to preſerve it from being Removed, and o a 
fulfilling rather than a Contravention of that Precept. 
As little am I hinder'd by that part of the Nicene 
Councils 6th. Canon, me dp ame” iin Ale, Keep! 
the Ancient Cuſtoms, let them be held faſt and pre- 
ſerved, fox how they can be kept or preſerved, whew 
through whatever [Accident they have been once at. 
tered, otherwiſe than by a Return, or Reduction of 
| them to their Priſtine ſtate I cannot diſcern. Or 
were it, otherwiſa, when through @ further Experi- 
Fence, and a more improved Knowledge, an Error in 
any Old Cuſton is plainly: diſcovered, ir may chari- 
¶tably enough be preſumed, the Holy Fathers of that 
Council themſelves would not, when they had ſeen 


eee OD W wo r 


otherwiſe, would to ſome: adminiſter occaſion to he- 
'Wicve Churchmen fond of any Miſtake, that can hut. 
lead fon it ſelf Autiquity; and how far this might 


Men to conſider. But, 1 ky | | 
That every Deviation from, or Alteration in our 
preſent Julian Stile, Would be an. Oppoſition to, or 


breach 


ST ST > Md 


_ — — 


O 


\ it, been backward to have had it mended, To think 


be improved by Perſons evilly inclined, I with Wife 


12 The Reformed Kalendar. 
breach of any Decree made by that Council, is not, 
L muſt own, to me very manifeſt. If they appointed 
chat Eaſter ſnould be obſerved the firſt Sunday follow. 
ing the firſt Change of the Moon after tha Vernal 
Agquinox, does this hinder our altering the Julian 
Kalendar whenever we find it to Err; or that We may 
not Reduce it to what it was in reſpect of that eA- 
quinoæ at the time of our Lords Incarnation? Vea, 
does this forbid our Eſtabliſhing a New Kalendar, „ 
when occaſion ſhall appear for it, wherein the K. 
quinoæx may be kept more Regularly to a Conſtant 
place, and a nearer Conformity ſhall be made to our 
Chriſtian Computation? This Council intended no 
Eſtabliſhment. of che Preſent Account, that not be- 
coming the general Chriſtian ¶Æra until the Time of 
Dionyſius Exiguus. All they ſeem'd to aim at, was 
ſo to appoint the Paſchal Solemnity, as that it ſhould 4 
not be — before the ¶quinox, as the Quarto Deti- 
man and ſome Fudaizing Chriſtians did according to 
their Methods ſometimes keep it. And this was or- 
dered by the Phaſes of the Moon, becauſe ſuceeeding 
the Jewiſh Paſſover they were all of them in thoſe 
Dayes influenced more or leſs by the Fewiſh Rules in 
the finding of it: Only it was their great Care, in re- 
gard it was thought the Jews had corrupted the An- 
cient methods in keeping it before, to put off its Ob- 
ſervation until after the equinox, and to ſecure it to 
be then on the right Day of the Week whereon our 
Lord did ariſe. So long then as our appointment of 
Eaſter does nothing that may hinder this, we do not, 
ſo far as I can ſee, at all thwart the Deſign of that 
Council, or do any thing that may render us obnoxi- 
ous to its Sanctions. On the contrary, their Deſign 
being no other than as is mentioned, it would not be 
without Reaſon if we preſumed, that, had it then | 
come into their Minds, another Rule for this purpoſe 


would 
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The Reformed Kalendar. 13 
t, ¶ vv ould have been Eſtabliſhed; leſs clog d with difficul- 
d MT ties and perplexity, and that would have been far 
more agreeable to the Solar Reckoning in the Chri- 
tian Church now Generally uſed 5 wicht i in che Os 
4 owing Pages I ſhall explain. | 
V te, ſeeing the Intention of the Lawgivers, 
ſo ſar as that may reatonably be difcovered, either by 
the main End and — they are driving at, or any 
ocher way, is principally-m every Law to be reſpected 
and relied on; ſince. = lotention of this Council 
it ſeem'ꝭd principally to aim only at keeping this Feſtival 
after the Equinox, but as cloſe to it as the Rule de- 
rived to dom from the Fews (than which at that 
time they thought of no other) would bring it; ſmee 
there is no Conſtitution in this, nor in any other 
Council to which we are Subject, for ought yet ap- 
pears, that bath ſo-Eſtabliſh'd the Julian Alendar, as 
that it may not be Lawfuſ for a ſuificient. Authority 
to make any Deflexion- from it: ſince too, had it 
\ been — the Deciſions of no General Coun - 
eil, whatever deference we pay them, is held 
e i our Church * to be Infallible even in 5 
matters of faith, much leſs in N Art. 24. 
¶ things ʒ nor are there any outward Rites 3 * 
or -*. Obſervations, but What by due * Pref; to 
Authority may be altered, and are alte - the Com. Pr. 
rable according to Time and Place, we er 3+ 
find bene yet that may divert us frem 
the Bene als we are to make. Setting ab then 
what further might be alledged inn relation to the 
| aforeſaid: Council; as that all its appointments in 
ae to this affair are not now. Fracticable (for 
the notice we were to expect pect from the 
Bihepe of; Alexandria of the time When we were = 
keep this Feaſt; ); that it is not ſo clear at this Da 
as ir Might be win , what Rules chat Aſſembly as 


pre- 


a. 1 


— 1 * 


us from the Dread of that: Council, and ſo here 1 2 


that is I would have them Reduced to in thisdefigned 


again, is and 


| — 2 —1 ick, hath 


14 The Refosmed Kaldndar, 
preſcribe in this matter, as. to many particulars 


— to it, &c; allowing — may reaſonably 
be demanded, I think enough hath been ſaid to free 
take leave of it to proceed. 
As to what other Objections, ot Infirwations 4 
there be m_—_— be conſidered I ſhall weigh them 
in their more: proper places, if I chance not to ob- 
viate them before; and therefore my Entrance thus 
cleared, I ſhall attempt now what I have undertaken. . 
In order vhereto, I ſhould in the next place ſtate, 
or give ſome ſhort account both of the Julian and | ; 
Gregorian Kalendars ; after which 1 ſhall ſhew; what 
Regulation. — — former, beſides that 1 
are well known to every body, m 
— is ha ppily: prevented by the * Een, | 
ned and clear” Account giving of them by the 
Author of the Julias and Gr Lear; to whom 
therefore I ſhal refer my Reader, where alſo be 
vill ſufficiently be convinced of their DefeCts and 
Faultineſs. But to Recapitulare in ſhort what is 
to be minded herein, we muſt remember that our 
Account of Pinie bein Solar, foraſmuch as the 
Sun is juſtly taken for the beſt Divider of Time 26. 
well as Diſtinguiſnler of Senſons, the Periodical 
Revolution of that Planer, 5.4; Its Rerurn after its 
Paſſage through the Ectiprick to the ſame point 
been taken for that Portion ot 
eaſure of Tims, Which is called u Year in theſe WM 
Weſtern Pa vas well as in many other Places of 
the World, eder ſince before a Saviour's Incar- 
nation. The! namber of 10 pu #Migned for this 
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Annual Revolution, or Yea fag e x 3 
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wn reckohed * - but w+ by el aſar, ot 
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The Refbrmed Kalendar. 15 
rather his Aſſiſtants, in the Compoſing] of that 
Kalendar,, Which now bears his Name althob amade 
| b ſame Egyiitrans, computed tobe 365; andi Com- 
plete Hours. The odd Hours, not ſo well otherwiſe to 
de compriſed, were referved to the End of Four 
years, when they made ont hole Day to be added 
ta the other 35 5, ſo that ery Fourth Years ſhould 
XZ contain, 366 Days z aut chis method in that Account 
vas to be- continued for Ever. Bur! this; afrer a 
long Experience, and a more enlarged” and ac- 
= cucate knowledge in Aſtramomy, hach been de- 
monſtrated ta have heen tgo large an Allowance 
fon the Suns completing his Yearly/Circuit, lwhere- 
& by: it hat come to pata, that the Days in that 
* Kalendar have. not kept their Firſt: Stations in 
reſpect to that Flanets Return to the i{arfie! Points 

in the Ecliptick, where: it was cui thoſe Days bes 

fore, and conſequently that the Veug abe not 

been, righely mkaſured, bun that, for-dinftanee , 
= whereas the; Twenty Fifth af March is chis Vear 
reckoned by that Account tobe but 10 Veurs 
ſince the: Ingarnation of our Saviour it is (in re- 
W ality 17% Tears and about 26 Days, ub and 
by I hall he w. 200 21 ie ivods S1 
kope Gregory the Thirteenth being mute fenſi- 
ble of this, Error in, that Computation, ſet him! 
ſelf to, Peviſe a Regulation 


— 3 22 


LASS = = 2 2 @ 0 S Ro 2 7 8 


7 \ Deviſe \dherevf;- und by the 
+ help of rl. Clavin, Li and others; 
„ Lompoſed a New Nlendan 3 which! is: now cal 
E led the Gregorian or Roman: Acrount. Wherein, 
of having found that the Days: had ſhifted: from the 


tions they had at the Time of the Firſt Nicene 


2 Couneil in reſpect of the Suns Place in the Behkp- 
m dick, he contenced: himſelf to bring them, to choſe 


former ſtations, and ſo Reduced the! &ulundar and 


en 0 — *®% . 4 > 
or e. Days in it to the paſture: they. had. at the * 
5 i 4 © ＋ , O 


fe, 
, N. 


16 15. Refarmed Kalendar 
of that Council. And the better to prevent theit 
Deviation, or running into the like Error for the 
future, he appointed that the Intercalar or Addi- 
tional Day, which was to be inſerted every Fourth FF 
Year for taking in the odd Hours of the Sun's me- 
ſuring his Circuit, ſnould be Omitted thrice in ever 
400 Vears- By which Regulation, it is plain, he 
went not to the ſourev of our Chriſtian AÆπ , Which 
he ought to have done when he pretended to give 
a true Chriſtian Kalendar; nor 5 iven it a 
true Beginning and Ending, orallowed a Right 
— for —— — Error, as — 1 
ſently J ſnall ſhew. For Which cauſe it i fill re- 
quiſite that a further Reformation ſhould be made: 
And on a Method for this I deſign now to proceed, 
which Lfhall endeavour to render ſo Full and Com- 
plete; as to leave as few Faults as poſſihle hereafter 
to be complained o. 
Error being thus diſcovered in both the former 
Accounts, the one reckoning the Time Elapſed | 
ſince our Eordꝰs Incarnation too little by about Six- 
teen Days, and the other about Five, reckoning 
the Number of Years as generally is allow'd, (the 
Diſpute about which it is not my Buſineſs here to 
be concerned with) for à luſt and therough Re- 
formation, and to obtam à Account that thall be | 
more Correct and Complete, it wilb be requiſite, 
irſt to faſſign the Kalendar à right Beginning and 
ding, agreeing wir the Chriſtian Epocha; then 
to place the Memorable Days in their true and pro- 
per Stations ; after this to he how tis Reforma- 
tion will beſt and moſt eaſily be effected; next, for 
removing the Diſficulties imagined tobe in fuch an 
Attempt, to ſet forth at large a Kalendar fo Refor- 
med; and Laſtly, to enquire after a truer Propor- 
tion of Time to be allowed for the Omiſſion of 2 
10 Day, 
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Day, whereby to keep our Account always true 
it BS. when it is once made ſo. 


i- WF Firſt. The Beginning of our Kalendar ſhould in 
th the Firſt Place be ſet right; and altho' it hath not 
vet, ſo far as I know, been ſe much found fault 
with as ſome other particulars, it ſtands in need of 
a Reformation perhaps more than any. A Com- 
plete Chriſtian Kalendar, one would expect, ſhould 
give us an Account of a Complete Chriſtian Vear, 
W whereas that we uſe doth in truth give us an Account 
of none, but is a ſtrange mixture of a part of one 
8 with the part of another; beginning with the laſt 
Quarter of the one, and Ending with the Third 
Quarter of the other. How ſhall we Excuſe it from 
being a manifeſt Abſurdity, that our Supputation 
& ſhould begin from our Lady Day, and our Kalendar 


ſhould this Year be inſerted in the one for part of 
1700, and in the other be Accounted, as it is in 


truth, belonging to 1699; that an alias muſt need- 
x- BY leſly be foiſted in our Dates during this Amphibious 
Ss WF Interval (as March 1, 15353) to make our ſelves 
e underſtood; and that at the latter End we muſt cut 
to off our Year, when it is not above Three Quar- 
e- ters paſt? Our Annual Almanacks or Yearly Ka- 
de lendars, which are Publiſhed as Ephemerides for this 
e, or that Year, do in particular belong to neither 
d this nor that, but are each odly made our of the 
Fragments of both; wherein the Beginning muſt 
0- WF be diſtinguiſhed with a doubtful Date, and, for a- 


rends, the latter end pared off to confound another 


n Which, if they may be called a Year, ought not, I 
am ſure, be called a Chriſtian one, unlets we will 
'- I chuſe a new Epocha. Did we indeed reckon our 
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from the Firſt of January; that all the time between, 


Year : They are, in ſhort, an odd jumble of Days, 


18 The Reformed Kalendar. 
vears from our Lords Circumciſion, they would ſo 
far be right, and it would be no Solœciſm to call 
that our New Years Day. A Stranger that is not o- 
therwiſe acquainted, muſt needs upon fight judge 
this to be our real Epocha, and would be at a loſs 7 
what ro make of our Doubtful Dates, or know how 
to reckon the Amphibious time; which I am apt 
to ſuſpect many poor Ignorant Creatures amongſt 
our Wives fate do. I well remember a warm Dil- 
pute J once heard between a Landlord and his Te- 
nant; the latter not being able to comprehend, why | 
the Receipt he would have for what he paid at 
Candlemas, ſhould not Dated by the Year in which 
he found it in his Almanack, rather than that before, 
to which it really did belong: and the Tikelyhood of 
others being lead into ſuch Miſtakes hereby, none 
will doubt of who are truly ſenſible of the Ignorance }? 
of. ſome unthinking People. And why ſhonld this 
ſnare be left for any? were any great Convenience 
or Neceſſity preſſing - for it, twould be tolerable ; 
if not, as I Tee none, this Principally '6wght to be 
Wenn eee 120 
For the doing which We muſt conſider what is the | 
fource from whence we do derive our Chriſtian Ac- 
edunt, and, having found in what part of the Eclip- 
tick the Sun was when that happen'd which makes 
our Epecha, cauſe our Kalendar to Begin the Meaſure 
of his Yearly Circuit on the Day when the Sun comes 
to that place, and to End when it Returns to that 
Place again. The Chriſtian's Epocha is the Time 
when jeſus Chriſt, whom we own for our Lord and 
Saviour, did vouchſafe Firſt to come into Humane | 
Fleſh ; which is the Day of his Incarnation, that we | 
Commemorate by the Name of the Aniranciation of 
the Bleſſed Virgin. This is, and hath been generally 
own'd to have happen'd-on- the 25th of March, 4 
1 FO the 
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The Reformed Kalendar. 19 
the 8th of the Kalends of April as it was then recko- 


ned in the Julian Kalendar; On which Day, accord- 
ing to the moſt received Opinion, the Sun was that 
ear in the Vernal eq#inox, or on that Point of 
the Ecliptick which interſects the eAgquztor in its 
approach to our Northern Hemiſphere. At the Sun's 
Arrival to this place then ſhould our Kalendar begin, 
and not as it does now at his coming to 21 Degrees 
odd Minutes in Capricorn ;, nor, where our preſent 
upputation begins, at the 25th of March, from 
I whence the AÆquinoæx hath receded ſince our Saviour's 


time, through the over-proportion of the Biſſeætil in 
the Julian Period, 16 dayes backward, 3. e. to the 


th. of that Month, where this preſent Year it is 
found, and not on the 1024. as by looking on the Suns 
place in the Monthly Columns of ſome of our Alma- 


natcks ſome may too haſtily deem. Laſt Year indeed 
it was in the Morning of the 10th. by reaſon of almoſt 
18 Hours advance it had made in the Three Vears, 
which were then paſt from the foregoing Biſſextil; 
but if we would find how far it hath come back from 
the Day whereon it was at our Saviour's Incarnation, 
we ought only to conſider on what Day it is in a 
Biſſextil Year, as this is, ſince according to the Com- 
putation we uſe that was a Biſſeætil wherein our Lord 
was Incarnated. In the Ephemcrides for this Year, 
{uch as Calculate from the Britiſh Tables place the 
Sun's entrance into Aries before Noon on the grh. as 
Mr. Gadbury gives it that Day at Noon an advance 
there of 2 Seconds, and Mr. Coley of 1 Minute. Mr, 
Parker, and ſuch as Calculate from the Caroline Ta- 
bles place not the Sun in Aries until the 10th this 
Year; but it hath then, according to them, an ad- 
vance of 53 Minutes in that Sign, which, «lowing 
it to get at that time, as it really doth, 59 Minutes 
and about à half in a whole Day, will bring you to 
. | B 2 look 
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look for its Entrance about Two Hours and a half 
after Noon the Day before. From which Tables 
its Place is moſt truly Calculated it is not needfu] 
I ſhouldhere enquire : they both agree the Æquino x 
to be on the Ninth, and not far from Noon, which 
is enough for our preſent purpoſe. Well then; the 
Vernal equinox having been held to happen on the 
ſame Day with our Lords Incarnation, and the Day 
Which we now celebrate for the Commemoration 7 
of that great Bleſſing, being found to have removed? 
to Sixteen Days diſtance from that Solar Ingreſs, or 
the Suns Return to the Place where it was then, it 
will be neceſſary, if we will bring our Computation 
Regularly from that Time, by equal and exact Re- 
volutions ofthe Sun, as in a Solar reckoning we ought * 
to do, to Reduce that Feaſt, common called the Feaſt 
of the Annunciation, to the Day in which the Sun 
makes this Return; and from thence to Begin our 
Year, and to frame our Chriſtian Kalendar accord- 
ingly. Without this I cannot ſee, how we can well 
call our Account either Chriſtian, or True; for it 
is not Chriſtian if it Begin not with the Chriſtian ? 
Epocha, nor true if that be not brought to the true 
Time. When this is done, the Meaſure of our 
Years will be by the Sun's complete and entire Re- 
volutions ; theſe commencing from the moſt Remar- 
kable Point in all the Ecliptick, upon other reſpect | 
beſides the main one before mentioned, will give 
our e/£ra an appearance of the moſt Perfect of am 
uſed ; and our Annual Xalendars will at laſt hand- 
ſomly conſiſt with that, which is both to our Church 
and State the Common Supputation, without Am- 
biguity, Confuſion, or Abſurdity. 
2. When the Beginning of our Kalendar is put 
Right, and the oy and Months after be put to fol- | 


low according to their due Succeſſion, what we are 
BO | to 
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le; to do next will be the eaſier accompliſhed, which is, 
ful to place rhe Memorable Days in their true and pro- 
oper Stations. I grant it to be not abſolutely neceſſary, 
that our Commemoration of a Bleſſing ſhould be al- 
ways Solemnized exactly on the true Day, anſwering 
that whereon the Bleſſing was beſtowed : if our De- 
votion be true and unfeigned, our Thankſgiving 
= Hearty and Sincere, we'll not ſuſpect our Acceptance 
fo a Miſtake in the Chronology. But *rwill be more 
X agreeable I think, and bear a better Decorum, if 
it our Time be true as well as our Devotion, and we 
can Believingly ſay, Almighty God, who haſt given us 
* thy only Begotten Son to take our Nature upon him, and 


ht © 45 at this Time to be Born & c, in the Collect for our 


Commemoration of that Bleſſing; and to do other- 
wiſe may ſeem to ſome to be not ſo ſerious as we 
& ſhould be. Now, 

Of theſe Days ſome are Fixt and others Moveable. 
The Fixt are either ſuch, as being from Ancient ap- 
pointment, refer for the moſt part to what belongs to 
the Firſt Age; or elſe ſuch as are of a later Date, and 
relate to what hath been done of later Years. 

Among the Firſt our Principal regard is to be had 
to that, which Begins our Eftabliſh'd Computation 
this eſpecially will need the greateſt Rectitude, as 
being that on the Truth whereof ſtands or falls all 
the Truth of our Chronology : Bur in relation herets 


[ have ſaid enough before. And there is no reaſon, 
d- hy the reſt of the Immoveable Feaſts ſhould not fol- 
ch low according to their Original Deſignation and Ap- 


pointment, and be made to keep the fame Diſtan- 
ces from it, which they had in regard to their reſ- 
pective Occaſions at Firſt alotted them. There be 


time, as that of St. Michael the Arch-Angel, an 
All-Saints; but for that reaſon, and ſinc their pre- 
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22 The Reformed Kalendar. 1 
ſent: Diſtances are from Ancient appointment, it will 
be beſt to let them keep the fame Diſtances ſtill. The R * 
reſt, as they are Commemoracions of Perſons living, 
and Actions done, whole particular Times were 
Pointed out by thoſe of the Primitive Ages, that bet- | 
ter knew them than we at this Diſtance can be pre- 
ſumed to do, have all the reaſon in the World to be 
reſtored to their Firſt deſigned Stations; which is 
done by reducing them all equally together in the „ 
ne proportion with the Firſt, chat is, Sixteen 
ays. | v 
But for thoſe of a later Date, as they are but few Þ 
which are celebrated in our Church, ſo they do com- 
memorate what hath happen'd within a leſs compaſs 
of time than can be allowed for the ſhifring or alte- 
ration of a Day; for which cauſe they are not to be 
removed, but kept on thoſe Days in the New, Which 
ſhall exactly agree. with and anſwer to thoſe Days 
whereon they were to be Obſerved in the Old Ka- | 
lendar. Unleſs it be thought meet to give the Powder 
Plot a Reduction of one Day; foraſmuch as the | 
e/Equinox being now on the Ninth about the middle 
of the Day Natural, it muſt have been when that 
Plot was hatcht, i. e. almoſt a Century ago, in the 
Morning of Lin Tenth, ſo that the greateſt part of a 
Day is fince then Retroceded, and conſequently what 
vas then the Fifth of November is contained for the 
moſt part in that which is now the Fourth ; and this 
is the rather propoſed, becauſe, altho the Conſpi- 
racy was defigned to have been Executed November 
Fifth, the Diſcovery and Prevention of it, for which 
we giye Thanks, was made the Night before, and is 
erefore now certainly fallen back into the Fourth. 
| have for cheſe Reaſons placed the Commemoration 
it on the Day which anſwers to the Fourth in the 
Wllowing d, 
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inis left with all the reſt to the Determination of thoſe 
he to whom. it ſhall belong bee. 

8 Ihere hath appeared hitherto little Difficulty about 
re . Feſtivals; but the greateſt hath ever been concer- 
Fc-cning thoſe which are Moveable. Eſpecially about 


t- N 
>. Eater, the Index or Gnomon to point out all the reſt, 
e there have been great Controverſies formerly in the 


Church; and the Tables for finding it are yet too 
de much perplex d. But I muſt own there is no ſuſſici- 
ent cauſe very Viſible to me, why all this Pother 
ſhould be made concerning it. It's true, ſo long as 
we take the Moon for our Guide to it, Perplexity 
and Uncertainty will enſue ; But does it not favour 
+ ſomewhat of the Unleavened Jew, whoſe Account 
& was governed by the Moon, to Dance attendance 
for it after the Phaſes of that inconſtant Planet? If 
in all the other Parts of our Kalendar the Sun be our 
Guide, why ſhould it not, ſo far as it may be, in this 
too? In the Primitive times, and when che Firſt 
Council of Vice State, which gave us Rules for 
finding this Feaſt, that we'now follow was not yet 
made the Eftabliſh'd Account of the Church which 
conhiting partly of Fewiſh Converts, and partly of 
Gentiles from ſeyeral Nations, they were ſtill wave- 
ring, ſome leaning to one Account, ſome to another, 
Tome reckoning from the Jewiſh, ſome from Sig 


4 > _ 


lian, ſome from the Olympiades &c; no 1.5 8 led 
Account was fix d. for à Standard, no one Common 


Chriſtian Fe was eliblithed, bureyerypne follow 
ed that which himſelf beſt liked. Aud When it was 


thus, it could be no wonder that Diffetelices ſoul 
ariſe ; or that, When the Time for, a Fealt was to be 
ine Which coy in Succeſſion from another 
incipally known only to the Jews, the*Fewiſh wa 
area for it by the Phaſes of the WW Ronny 
have ſonie Influeuce, in Ending of the Difpute” Altho* 
Ni Aar TOI 236736) B 4 di bes CO 


2 3.810. Death in that Solemnit wherein Was I 


| 2 Quart o Decimans) to fall out always on a 


after the Vernal <Aquinox, according to the 


fare to Oppoſe the Jems rather than Eſtabliſh any 
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had there then occur'd to their thoughts who were 


concerned any other way, whereby they might have 


wholly avoided the Jewiſh Rules in finding the tine 
for celebrating this Feaſt, their averſion to them then 
ſeemed to be ſuch, as would have induced them to 
Reſolve upon that Way. For the Second thing they | 

concluded upon in this Controverſie was 
Dr, Caves the Unfitneſs of following them, who |} 


Be of Athz- had been the Authors of our Lord's 


Commemorated his Reſurrection. So 
that had thoſe Fathers been now living, and in the 
preſent Solar way of accounting to have decided that 
matter, I ſhould ſcarce doubt but they would have 
taken another Method, and made another Rule. 
Their main care then was, to make this Feaſt followW 
as cloſe as might be in the then Lunar reckoning | 
after the Vernal equinox, and (in oppoſition to the 


unday: And if it be my care, as it is chiefly, to keep 
it the nxareſt I can to that time in the now univerſal 
Chriftian way of Accounting by the Sun, I hope I 
ſhall not be harſhly deem'd therefore to be fond of 
Novelty, or too much to derogate from the Mind of | 
that Venerable Aſſembly, eſpecially when my care of 
keeping it on a Sunday ſhall Be likewiſe the fame. My 
propoſal. for this purpoſe is, that the Firſt Frydey 
un's 
true Revolution, withqut any regard to the Moon, 


* 


i. e. the Firſt Fryday after New-Tears Day be Good- 


Fryday, and the Sunday following Eaſter-Day. By | 
which” as the Main 2 of thoſe $a who 


( onformity , with them, will be Entirely kept, ſo the 

per plexity of the Paſchal Tables, Epact, Golden 

Nu tber, and indeed of any Tables for this 1 
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will be utterly avoided, and ſcarce a Peaſant bur, in 
= the Kaicndar | am going to give a Specimen of, will 
be able to foretel it. Hereby the Sun, which di- 
2 Kinguithes our Days and Nights, Summer and Win- 

ter, Spring and Fall; whoſe Return renews our Sea- 
'F ſons, revives the Product of Nature, and penny us 


with the Returns of all things (under God their firſt 
Cauſe) in their expected Times; but whoſe Deſer- 
tion leaves us in Cold, Barrenneſs and Darkneſs : 
This Planet, I ſay, which makes all theſe remarka- 
ble and uſeful Diſtinctions, will then be the fole 
Governour of our Account, make it all uniform and 


F of a piece, — it to a conſtant tenour in all its Parts, 
and recover us 
his fickle Siſter. 


om the bewilder'd wanderings after 


That leſſer of the two great Lights might com- 
port well enough with the dusky Twilight of the Jew- 
1ſh Diſpenſation; but the more glorious Lamp hath a 
better Congruity with the Meridian Brightneſs of 


| the great Illumination of the Goſpel. God might 


well permit the borrowed and reflected Light to lead 
them to the Type, whilſt he allows us the Original 


which hath Light in it ſelf for a Guide to the Anti- 
type; if the Moon ſerved to bring to their Remem- *© 


brance the Slaying of the Paſchal Lamb, to ſecure 
their Lives from the deſtroying Angel, the Sun will 
with more Truth direct us to the Time for remem- 
bring the Death of che true Lamb, who was to come 
into the World, by his Death, to expiate our Sins, 
and to fave our Souls. Some may be tempted to 
think it not without a particular Providence, that 
that memorable Bleſſing ſhould be conferr'd on the 
Jews, at the molt viſibly remarkable part of Time 
in their Account, the Fall Moon, Whic fk 
is the Fourteenth Day of their Lunar Exot. 12. 
Month, and that this greater Bleſſing 
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beſtowed on all Mankind by the Death and Reſur- 
rection of our Lord, ſhould fall out at the Suns ver- 
nal Ingreſs into the quinoctial, the moſt eminently 
remarkable Portion of Time in our ſolar Account, 


that both the one and the other may, with the grea- 


ter Eaſe and Exactneſs, be commemorated in each 
Account, by means of ſuch notable Guides and Di- 
rections. But Sy groped in the dark, while we 


have the Light to lead us; would be but follow it, 


we need no longer ſtumble aſter them in the Night, 
our Directions being now wrote with the Saus 
Beam. This will ſerve, as the beſt Clue, to lead us 
out of the Labyrinth of uncertain Tables, to the true 


Revolutional Day of our Lord's Re- 


V. Dion, Pe- ſurrection; which the general Current 
tar Auimade, of the moſt Ancient Writers garries to 
the very Day of the Vernal Æquinor. 
p. 175. Edt. And our Thankſgiving for it will be paid 
Col. as near to that time, as, without alter- | 


in Epiph ad 
Her. 31. Alog. 


ing the Days of the Week, is poſſible; 


whereas before it was oftentimes at more than 2 


poſe, and ſhall/ leave it to better Heads to deter- 


9 
* - 


mine. | 5 „ 


This Feſtival: being thus placed, the reſi that are 


they need no Alteration, ſo neither is it requiſice | | 


ſnould ſtay here to explain them, and ſo . 


be done; 
whether 
* 


* 


be the eaſieſt performed by | 
Confuſion and Diſturbance in the Kalendar. For in- 
ſtance, Should it be appointed that every February 


and taken up in the latter 
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5 : whether all at once, or by degrees. To reducg the 
Day of the equinox to be the firſt of the Month, and 


E of our Year (as I have ſhowed it ought to be) will 


( or laſt Month ) ſhould each Year have Thirty 


Days, and in Leap Year Thirty one, until all were 


Regulatea, in Four Years time it would be wich all 
the facility could be imagined liſhed. * For 
the e/£quinox being now March the Ninth, by taking 
two Days from the beginning of that Month, and 


adding them to that before four times over, there 


will be by that means Eight Days cut off from March, 

— of theſe Four, Vears, 
each containing TWO Days apiece more than ordi- 
nary, and ſo the Ninth become the Firſt of that 
which is henceforward to be our firſt Month, and be- 
ginning of our Kalendar. But then it will not be ſo 
eaſe to draw back the Feſtivals into their true and 
proper Places, ſo as to keep pace with the other, 
and jump in all right at the ſame time. For the A- 
quinoæ this way wants but Eight Days, and they Six- 
teen to be reduced; and beſides, as that goes back, 
theſe of conſequence will be advanced, as when upon 
the firſt Reduction what is now the firſt Day was be- 
fore the third, by conſequence what is now the 
Twenty-fifth (or the Feaſt of the Annunciation) will 
be what was before the Twenty- ſeventh. Where 
fore to make them come back, ſo as all ſhould fall 
right in their Places together, it would be neceſſary, 
as we bring back the q two Days, we ſhould 
reduce the Feſtivals Six, by which means all would 
be made ſtreight and even at the Four Vears end; 
unleſs thoſe of a later Date, which muſt have ano- 
ther Reduction. But to give an exact one to all, 
being 
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28 The Reformed Kalendar. 6 
being Difficult and Perplexing this way, it would do 
much better to put them at once in their Places, a.. 
ter which there will need no more to do, than to give 
them an Equal pace backwards with the Day of the 
— in its Yearly Reduction. The Moveable 
F may be alſo Rectified all at Firſt, ſince they 
being yet tied to none, may as well now at Firſt, as 
after by Degrees be Reduced, and, as much as their 
Nature will allow of, fixt to their proper and inten- 
| ded Stations, the Firſt Fryday, or the Firſt Sunday af- ? 
ter the Vernal eAquinox will be in it ſelf the ſame, 
whether the e/£quinox happen on the Firſt or the 
Ninth Day. Thus would the whole Kalendar, with- 
out playing Hocus-pocus with any part of it, _—_— . 
Chaſms, or abrupt breaking off, be entirely and 
eaſily Reformed. 1 | ] 
But if, altho this appear facile and feaſible in Rela- | 
tion to our own Account, ſome may yet think it will | 
prolong, and every Year whilſt it's a doing renew 
our Confuſion in Relation to the Stile of our Neigh- 
bours, and that, if there muſt be Ann Confuſioni, 
or a perplext time on't, it's better be One Year than 
Four. To ſatisfie theſe we will now ſee how the Mat- 
ter will ſtand, when the whole Reformation is made 
and completed all at once. For this purpoſe it will be 
requiſite to leave off the Old Kalendar at the Eighth of 
March, and then to make the Day, which ſhould 
have been the Ninth of that, to be the Firſt of the 
Firſt Month in the New Vear. Wherein all the Old 
Fixt Feſtivals muſt be reduced each of them Sixteen 
Days, by putting, for Inſtance, the Annunciation of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, which was before on the Twenty 
Fifth of March, on that Day which anſwers the Ninth, 
and will be, the Eight Days being cut off, the Firſt 
of the Month anſwering thereto ; and the Feaſt of St. 
Michael, which was on the Twenty Ninth of Seprem- 


ber, 
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ber, on that which anſwers the Thirteenth of that, 
and will be, Eight Days being taken off, the Fifth of 
the New Month ſucceeding it. The later Holy Days 
are to be kept to the Times they are at, only, in re- 
"4 1 of the New Months beginning at the Ninth of 

the Old, with an appearance of pu any {ſooner ; 
except the Powder Plor, which, as before is hinted, 
may be placed a Day earlier. The moveable Feaſts 
are to be placed as was preſcribed before. In this 
way all will preſently he done ; and if the Confuſion 
by the ſudden Alteration ſeem greater, it will be the 
ſooner over, and no after-puzzlings expected another 


Year. 
But when every Month is either way made thus 


different from what it was, by what Names ſhall we 


1 call them? Shall we continue the Old, or give them 


New ones ? It cannot be denied but the Old ones 
will beſt be known, but they, in my Opinion, would 
occaſion, eſpecially to Strangers, the greater Con- 
fuſion. When a Stranger finds an Action dated by 
one Man March the Firſt, by another March. the 
Ninth, and by a third March the Twentieth, it will 
ut him to no ſmall perplexity to reconcile the ſeem- 
ing Contradictions ; finding the ſame Month named, 
but in appearance three ſeveral Days, and not ſee- 
ing Cauſe to fuſpect three ſeveral Months under the 
lame Name, he will be apt preſently to conclude two 
of the Dates to be falſe, and that only one can be 
true, and which that one is he racks his Brains to diſ- 
cover. But when a Thing is dated upon ſeveral Days 
of N named Months, it appears at firſt * 
that the different Dates ariſe from different Stiles, 
and that in their ſeveral ways of accounting all may 
be true. For which cauſe, and by reaſon the Months 
will be in this way really different from what they 
were, having neither Beginning, Ending, nor any 
3 remarkable 
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remarkable part alike; and for that the Old Names 
are many of them confeſſedly derived from Heathen- 
ith: Deities, Cuſtoms, or _ (a Badge we {till 
wear of the old Roman Livery) I judge it would be 
much more agreeable to our Chriſtian Ara, and 
leſs liable to occaſion in Strangers any - Confuſion, if 
New ones were appointed. And in this reſpect the 
Alteration of our Kalendar would be beſt done all at 
. once; for the Change of the Names Would not be 
— ＋ in ſo eaſily by degrees: It would be hard to 
fay Which Lear the Change ought be appropriated 
to, and to divide the Alteration berween ſeveral, 
would be both perplex'd and abſurd. What Names 
will be fitteſt for this purpoſe, I ſhall leave to others 
to determine, propoſing only for Trial fake, and for 
the Uſe of the 1 n theſe chat bol- 


1 vic. 903 3000 L290 Wh 
—— in Menſs, The Firſt Month, 
2. Bubrif.  Ihbrifer, Showry Month. if: 


3. Horemen. Hlerum Menſis, A Monthiof Flowers. 
oy _ — Vie, the San being chen at its utmoſt 
Heig 
3 Quintil. Quiitilis, The old Roman Name de 
- 7 ' noting the Fifth Month. 1093-02 
6. Frumen. Frugum Menfis, Harveſt Month. 95 
7. Aguades. EA gnalis Dies, The Day and Nagit 
being then equal. 
N 8. Vinimen. Vini Menſss, Vintage Month... 
9. Advent. Advent Month, being that before 
Chriſtmas, 
10, Natale Alenſu Natalie beginning with our 
Lord's Nativity. © 
11. bo : Und ecimus Menſa, The Elevench 
on wt 30 
12. AMennlt. Menſis Vini, The laſt Month, . 
it 


Wirk theſe at the top of « every Month ſhall be 
placed the Old Names, to ſhew which of the Ol 
Months'do chiefly correſpond with, and are for th 
moſt part contained in each of the New. 

There will be ſome further Alterations on wie 


icular Accounts required; in confequence from 


the alteration of the Days forementioned; as of the 
Law, and Univerſity Terms, Ember Weeks, Cc. 
The Law Terms, and their remarkable Days of di- 
ſtinction, ſo far as I underſtand them, I conceive may 
be as, With ſubmiſſion to thoſe who are better ac- 

. with them, is ſhew'd by the following Ta- 

ble, in regard to Hilary and Michaelmas Terms; for 
Eaſter and Trinity Tetms ms may in all reſpects oblerve 


the ſame Rules as before. Note, the firſt two Co- 


lumns ſhew how they are now, and the other how 
they 2 be with N to che new Months. 


As noW,. ' | A * may E  * 
e Jinaz _ NA Beg. We 31. Fer « "4p 
E 2 
2 | Caf, Putit. © xy 
bes Feb. I 3. Ottab. EN Ends Und, 21. Qiu. 
1 begins Oct. 23; Tres och. 68 Equad. 1s. 5. Oddab. Mich. 
Z Ixenf. Mich. Quind. Mich. 
5 — _ — [Tres Mich. 
30 Od, 907 uenſ. Mich. 
S — .... Craft. Anim. 
Lads Nov. 30 On bl. wart — 22 tab, A Anim. þ | 
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By this Chinks abs will have the ſame Diſtances 
one from another, about the fame Length, and 
will as little interfere with any ſolemn Times, with 
which they have any Inconſiſtence, as before. But 
— and the following Changes, I refer to be _ 
5 ſulte 
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— n — 


which is neareſt to the Feaſt of St. Andrew. 
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ſulted of by thoſe, who are more iarly con- 
cerned in them, Eſpecially in regard to ſome things 
belonging to the Reverend Clergy, wherein their 


Rules ought to preſcribe to us; as Proper Leſſons for 


each Day, and what elſe belongs peculiarly to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Kalendar. Only, in reference to what 
may uſefully be inſerted in our Yearly Almanacks, | 
ſhall obſerve, that the Univerſity Terms and Ember 


| Weeks may be changed according to theſe Tables 
* * 


—  —__ Q__— 
Mi 


— — 
2 — 


| | Univ. Terms are | may be 


_—._. 


* 


11. Begins Ottob. 10. Equades 13. | 
| | Ends Decem. 17. Advent 23. 
| 


- 
* 
* 


Begins Fan. 14. Verte r. 
Ends Eve Palm S. 
3. | Beg. 10dafterE. | . E 
E Thu. bel. 7, | l before. = | 


As before. 


| Beg. Med. aft. Tri. | 
Ends about mid- | About 21. of 
. dle of July. | Alſal. 


Ember Days are Wedneſday and Friday following, 


14 


— f — 


— 


3 


"4 "4 | Now May be 
1. | 1 Sunday in Lent.] As before. 


| day in A «21 
{-2. | Pentecoſt. As before. | 
| 
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3- | Septemb. 144 Frum. 28. 
4 | Decemb. 17. [ Advent 23. 
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ence can follow. Only, as to the Intercalar Days to 


ced in the End, as the laſt Days of the Years, where- 
in they are to be inſerted ;- where they need not 
juſtle others out of their places, or without neceſfity 
multiply the Dominical Letters. s 

The Years which receive theſe Additional Days 
will ſeem different from them in the ordinary courſe, 
but will in reality be the fame. Which will happen, 
by reaſon the Kalendar for every Year will not retain 
in it (as formerly) any Remainder of the preceding 


Year, in which Remainder ſo retain'd the Intercalar 


Day was always placed. The preſent Year I write 
in is called the Biſſeætil Year, but the Supernumary 
Day was added in February, which, according to 
our Supputation, plainly belong'd to the Year be- 
fore, although it give the Denomination of Biſſextil, 
or Leap Year to this. But in the propoſed Refor- 
mation every Annual Kalendar will have but its own 
Year, and then the Additional Day muſt be placed 


in the Year before that, which, in the ordinary - 


lian Courſe, would have been taken for Biſſextil. 
Thus in the following Kalendar for the Year 1704, 
| have not inſerted the Intercalar Day, but in the re- 
maining part of 1703, where its proper place is; 
which therefore ought to be taken for the Leap Year, 
and ſo every Fourth Year after ſucceeding it in the 
Method propoſed for Ever. And now, 


4. To make it more manifeſtly appear how all 

10 will be, when the Reformed Kalendar ſhall be com- 

pleated, to any Perſon that does not fully and clear- 
| By C 


The Buſineſs thus ordered, all things will proceed 
in a like Method as they did, unlets'where Truth 
hath otherwiſe required, and where no Inconveni- - 


be added every Leap Year, I would have it further 
noted, That in my Opinion they would be beſt pla- 
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ly apprehend it in the Deſcription, L ſhall ſet forth 

an Examplar thereof for the Year aforeſaid, maki 


my way to it through the remaining Part of 170 
— will not be contained in the Julian —.— 
which alſo I ſhall ſo order, as to render it fit and 
epared for what will be to follow, and that it may 
„as far as the Nature of it will allow, agreeable 
thereto, without occaſioning any Confuſion or Incon- 
ſiſtence in the Succeſſion of thoſe Days which are on 
any account to be obſerved. 4 | 


/ 


4 


# & o 
Lo „ TY PTY AC; a4 


— — — 


E Aſh- Wedneſday. 4 
uind. Hil. 


a Terms ends 9 
* LICE | ” 


— — — 


"= 


= — 2 uy 


2 
2 


rn 


2 
3 
| FE, 41 47] 
15 e ter 4 * 
7 ) 
8 


The, 2 Kalender 


„ 
— 0 


my 


C 


— 


— 


- 
* —— — 3 0 2 an 
- 
: * 


— 


ow on Þ ww ao = 


36 The Reformed Kalendar. 


— — ry Thus far our Kalendar 
Part of March, belong-| for the Year 1703 ought 
ing to 1703. . to be ſupplied, before we 
— — begin a new one for the 
8 {Z] Year following. The Sun 
8 |] days and Holy-Days are 


Dp = here put in the Order as 
: _ a they ought to be, with re- 
E 114] lation to thoſe which are 
- * 2 , - to ſucceed : And Ember- 

| Week is alſo in its proper 
- nn ö 1 Place. But the Univer- 
d Ii ſity Term will not for this 
R ——— once be reduced as it 
ſhould, and therefore is 


— — 


made to begin as ſoon as the Holy-Days would allow 


it; and to end in its proper place. That for the Law 


will too perhaps be irregular as to the firſt Day of 


Return; but ſo as, I hope, not to induce any into- 
lerable In convenience. 


Coming now to the Kalendar it ſelf, the Reader 


needs only be acquainted, that as in the precedent 


Months there is a Column for the Roman Stile, fo that 


in what follows there ſhall be one for the Old Julian, 


Stile inſerted in the beginning, as the other is at the 


end. And. it may be enjoined fo to be in all our 
Almanacks hereafter, ſo long as occafion ſhall require 


it, for manifeſting the Correſpondency of the Stiles, 
abating the ſtrangeneſs of the Names, and leſſening 


the Confuſion upon any other Score. 
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"Note, Thoſe Days that having no Obſervation in 
our Church are here inſerted, were put in only ſor the 
diſtinction they make of their reſpective Times and 
Seaſons, uſefu Lt to ſome Perſons; for which 
cauſe alſo they keep their Stations without any Re- 
duction, and others may be addec. 1 


Here, Reader, I have given you a full, and fo far 
as I yet ſee, a Complete Nalendar for the Year 1704; 
which is neither Redundant on one hand, por De- 
fictent on the, other; neither taking in any part of 
the Year 1703, nor leaving any out for the Year” 
r705; and wherein nothing greatly. requiſite for a 
Yearly Kalendar (ſetting aſide the Planets Motions, : 
and Configurations) is omitted. I have laid it down 
at large, that 'what before | was deſcribing may be 


the more frilly comprehended. For the laying an Ex- 


e of any thing deſcribed! before our Eyes, gives 
Life to the Deſcription, making it more plain, and 
better underſtood. If it hath had that Effect in this 
Inſtance, there will need the leſs Perfwaſion , to 
take off Peoples Prejudices againſt the imagined Dif- 
Dantes aud Perplexities they feared would enſue. 
On the contrary, many, it's probable, When they 
have attentively” confider'd it as it lies noW before 
them, will deem this Reformation facile, and very 
Tacticable :''Ayd, I am perfwaded alfo, very regu- 
7 and convenient; the Year beginning with the 
Suns Courſe in the Ecliptick, as well as at the Com- 
mencement of our Chriſtian Fgochæ; the Seaſons ox- 
derly divided by the moſt -nored Feſtivals, almoſt to 
a Day; each Day and Time allotted its proper Sta- 
don; the whole made obvious and intelligible to an 
| xcity;; and the (correſponding Agree- 


Ny Cap | 
ment of the Stiles one with another fo plain and ma- 


hifeſt, chat a Letter wrote to one uſing another Ac- 
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count may be dated in his own way: If the New 
Names pleaſe not, they are no part of what I contend 
for, theſe may be uſed, or others better fancied, in- 
differently to me. To reduce our. manner of Com- 
Fand to a more regular Order, and nearer Con- 
ormity with the original Commencement of our 
Chriſtian Epocha, with the leaſt Variat ion, Ambiguity, 
or Diſorder, is all my deſign; unleſs it be moreover 
to bring the Moveable Feaſts, which have formerly 
occaſion'd many needleſs and unſeaſonable Diſputings, 


s near to a Fixation as was poſſible, whereby the 


intricate Rules, and many Falſities of the never-well 
adjuſted Paſchal Tables, Epact, Golden Numbers, Cr. 
might he avoided; as in this Method they may, with- 
out any Contradiction to the Deſign, at. leaſt of the 
forementioned Council, and l am ture with the near- 
eſt Congruity poſſible with our Solar Reckoning. In- 
deed, all further uſe of Tables, for the new Calcula- 
ting any neceſſary part of our Kalendar in its future 
Annual Progreſs, will be ſuperceded, if what we 
ſhould do next may to exactneſs be accompliſhed. 
Which is, enz: K eos Bo aft; 
- Laſtly, To find out a juſt Allowance. of Time, 

wherein to omit the Intercalar, or Additional Day in 
Leap Year, for the keeping its over-porportion from 
over meaſuring the Sun's @ccuits in its Annual Re- 
volutions; that whenever the Exceſs comes to a Day, 
it may be taken off, and the Year ſo kept continually 
as it is, the Sun returning to the ſame. Points in the 
Ecliptick always on the ſame Days. To aſſign a juſt 
and exact Number of Years for this Allowance, will 
not, ſo far as I can ſee from what hath hitherto been 
done, be very eaſie: for I muſt own my ſelf yet un- 
ſatisfied with what hath been propoſed for this pur- 
poſe. The Allowance made by the Church of Rome 
appears-no-way conſonant to Truth; and to they: of 
| r. 
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Mr, Lidyate, approved by the Author of the Julian 
and Gregorian Year, although much more probable, 
I muſt crave that Author's leave to ſuſpend my aſſent. 
How he hath proved it I muſt own I have not ſeen ; 
how far his, Arguments conclude, or wherein they 
are queſtionable, I ought to leave to the Judgment of 
thoſe who have, and ſhould wholly have confided in 
the aforeſaid Authors, but for ſome Reaſons, which 
will appear anon for my Exception againſt both. 
And in the mean while I do profeſs my ſelf doubtful, 


whether we have yet a ſufficient Foundation, where- 


upon to ground any certain and unerring Allowance. 
Should we chuſe to build it upon a Calculation from 
our preſent Tables, beſides all Objections againſt the 


Truth of the moſt Exact that are yet extant, we ſhall 
not find any two of them to agree. And the late viſible 


Eclipſe of the Sun laſt Year,in reſpect of its Time, ſuf- 

ficiently evinces that they ſometimes Err for ſeveral 

Minutes; and *twill be eafie ro demonſtrate, how much 

one Minutes Error in the Calculation for one Year will 

produce when protracted for a great many, there 
ba Error 

to occaſion in 1440 the miſtake of a whole Day. If on 


the other ſide we look back upon former Ages, and 


by comparing the ſeveral times the «£qzmex hath 
been in them obſerved to happen, and meaſuring the 
Diſtances wherein the ſeveral Proportions of Retro- 
ceſhon have from time to time been made, think to 
collect a certain Allowance for its Retroceſſion of a 
Day hereafter, we ſhould find too much Difference, 
Inconſiſtence and Uncertainty, to be poſitive in any 
thing. Had we indeed a ſufficient number of ſuc 

Obſervations, of a reaſonable diſtance of Time from 
each other (the further the better) concerning whole 


Truth we were well aſſured, I ſhould think it no 
harder to eſtabliſh from them a certain Allowance, 


than 
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than it hath been to frame Tables for Calculation, 
and ir would be in my Judgment the moſt eligible 
| way. Two or three there are, which being gene. 
rally acknowledged, by examining a little what con- 
ſiſtence the two aforementioned Allowances have 
with them, and trying what congruity they may have 
with any other, we may gather how far each of them 
may deſerve our Approbation. | 
There will be a Conſiſtence between the Allow. 
' ances and the Obſervations, if the former be found 
ſo many times in the number of Years expired ſince 
the latter, as there are Days the «/£quinox hath in 
that while fallen back in the Kalendar; each Day re- 
quiring a whole Allowance for its entire Retroceſſion, 
Or at leaſt the Deficiency or Exceſs, after the Multi- 
plication of the one by the other, ſhould not be more 
than will conſiſt with its being on that Day, where 
the Obſervation hath placed it. And we muſt note, 
the Deficiency or Exceſs will then be too much, when 
the time, which ought to be retroceded in ſuch a 
proportion of the Allowance, being added to, or 
taken from the time of Day where you now find tht 
equinox, will remove time for its falling upon the 
- Day of the Obſervation too far. backwards. or for- 
wards for its being brought within the compaſs of 
that Day. For if the Allowance be true, the finding 
it ſo many times entire in any number of Years, as 
there are Days retroceded in the lapſing of thoſe 
Vears, ſhews the e/£9xiox to have been on the fam? 
time of day in the firſt of thoſe Vears, as it is in the 
laſt; each entire Allowance making an entire Day 
of Retroceſhon, neither more nor leſs. And there- 
fore what Exceſs there is after the Multiplication of 
it, denotes the number of Years contained in the 
Overplus to be = wanting of making the laſt Day's 


entire Retroceſſion: So that whatever quaney of 
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Time is proportioned to that part of the Allowance, 
it 18 yet to be Retroceded, before the Hquinoæ be 
brought to the ſame time of Day, where it was in 
the time of the Obfervation. For the fame reaſon, 
if there prove a Deficiency, and the number of Years 
made by the multiplied Allowance fall ſhorr of rhe 
Years expired during the Retroceſſion, ir ſignifies the 
number of Days retroceded to have been compleated 
ſo many Vears ago as are contained in the Deficiency; 
ſo that there hath been a further Retroceſſion ſince 
then, and conſequently the Æquinox fo much later in 
the time of the Obſervation than it is found now, as 
in the former Caſe it was ſo much fooner. This be- 
ing noted, we ſhall now enter into the Examination. 
It is generally admitted, that the Sun came to the 
Aquinoctial upon the 25th of March in the Year of 
our Lord's Incarnation, and that the AÆAquinox was 
laced on that Day by Sofigenes, when about Forty- 
our Years before he help'd to compoſe the Julian 


Kalendar. With this the two mentioned Allowances 


hvae no manner of Conſiſtence. The Time elapſed 
ſince our Lord's Incarnation is 1700 Years, in which 
while the Equninox hath retroceded ſixteen Days, 


being now found, according to all our Calculators, on 


the 9th of the ſame Month near Noon. And if by 
16 we multiply the Roman Allowance of 133 2, it 
makes 2133 +, wherein is an Exceſs above the Time 
elapſed of 433 +, which is more than that Allowance 
comes to for the Retroceſſion of 3 Days; ſo that either 
the 4 rven at our Lord's Incarnation was not on the 

þ, but on the 22th of March, or elſe it is not yet 


day, according to this Allowance, this 433 Years. 
If we thus multiply 120 (Mr. Lidyate's Allowance) 


the reſult will be 1920, carrying an Excęſs of 220, 
which is as much almoſt as twice the Allowance, and 


coule- 
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conſequently diſagrees ſo much, i. e. almoſt two 
Days with the granted Obſervation. Nor, if we 
brought the Trial further to the Time of Soſigenes, 


Would there any Agreement appear, the difference 


of that which leaſt diſagrees being about a Day and 
half, or, the Equinox being now about Noon, as 
good as two Days. Let us ſee whether we can aſſign 
any other Allowance that will better agree. 
| Ihe famous Copernicus judged the 
__ de Annual Circuit to be performed in 365 
P. — 7. Pays and 6 Hours wanting 115th per 
| of a Day. With him agree alſo thoſe 
aſſiduous Obſervers of the Celeſtial Motions the Per- 
ſians, according to which Proportion Meſſalah and 
Albumaſar framed their Tables of the Sun's mean 
Motion; whereby 115 ſhould be the Allowance. 
This indeed comes nearer than the former; but the 
largeſt Number for an Allowance, that will conſiſt 
with the Equinoæ's being as in the Obſervations here 
to be conſidered, is 111 ; even ſuppoſing that Calcu- 
lation to be the trueſt, that places the Æguinox this 
Year the lateſt, i. e. about 2' 36* P. M. Had it 
been a Number conſiſting of even Biſſextils, it had 
been more to be deſired ; but none ſuch either below 
or above this Number will be found to agree, If we 
take 108, it 2 the Equinox at the firſt Nicene 
Council March 22th, P. M. if we pitch upon 112, 
that brings it at the Incarnation of our Lord to March 
24th. However, odd as it is, the omiſſion of the 
Intercalar Day, according to it, may be ordered 
more ſuitably than is done in reſpect of the more 
odd Number in the Gregorian Account. It's true, 
this Omiſſion cannot be every laſt Year of the Allow- 
ance, becauſe that will not be always Leap Year; 
but it may be ſo appointed ſometimes before and 
ſometimes after, as taking one time with ene 
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the Days omitted may come to the {ame Number in 
proceſs of time, as if one had been omitted at the ter- 


mination of every Allowance. The omiſſion may be 


firſt at 108th, and then thrice at the 112:h Year ; 
and ſo once at the 108th, and thrice at 1 12h to the 
end of Time: Whereby four Omiſſions will be made 
in every 444, i. e. in four times 111 Years, without 
departing above three Years at any time from the 
Allowance; whereas in the Church of Rome one O- 
miſſion is at above Thirty-three Years diſtance, an- 
other at above Sixty-ſix, and a third at a Hundred 
from the true ending of the time of their Allowance, 
and thence they muſt continue under (in effect) a 


Day's miſtake, until another Century be paſt to make 


all even. : | 
We will now ſee how this Number will agree 
with the aforementioned Obſervations. Multiplying 
it by.16 gives 1776,” which, in reſpect to the Years 
paſt ſince our Lord's Incarnation, bears an Overplus 
of 76 Years, giving in time of Retroceſſion propor- 
tionate abgut 16 26 (for if 111 Years give 24 hours 
Retroceſſion, 76 will give about 16 269 Whereby 
is ſnewed, that the Anzinox wants now 16Þ 26 yet 
to: be-Retroceded, for the. bringing it to the exact 
time where it was at our Saviour d Incarnation; 7. e. 
that it was then, not 236 P. A. as it is now, but 
16 26 fooner, which will bring it into arch the 
24h 1h 10) P. M. but by adding 30 ꝙ for the more 
Eaſterly Longitude of Judea, will put it there on 


March 25th about 14 after one of the Clock in the 
Morning. This is as early in the Civil way of ac- 


counting a Day as it may well be admitted, and one 


Year more in the Allowance would reduce it into the 
24th even in that Longitude. That we ought to 
take the Day in the Civil way of reckoning it, will 
appear manifeſt from any > Path Allowance, and 


15 
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294554 in 
Epiph. ad HZ* Learned Dionyſins Patavius, Who ſpeak- 
7 Lale. ing of this Knives, fays, Quod Gr 
TY feculo 25to Martii moMmiis quadrabat. 
If we proceed further to the Time lapſed ſince Soſi- 
genes, we find, after the Multiplication as aforeſaid, 
that there will be an Exceſs above that time of about 


32 Vears, which ſnew, by proportioning as before, 


6* and about 55* wanting of being yet Retroceded 


to the time of Day, where it was at the time of his 
Obſervation ; i. e. that it was in the Longitude of 
Rome, for which his Kalendar was Calculated, about 
8 41) mane, whither it will arrive Thirty-two Years 
hence; ſo that hitherto we have met with conſiſtence 
enough, | Ivy + 

But ſome may fay, Thave adjuſted this laſt aecount 
to the Forty- fourth Year before Chriſt, whereas it 
ought to have been to the Forty-fifth, our, Saviour 
being according to the common Opinion borij.in the 
Forty- fifth Julian Year. To which J reply, That 
Epiphanius doth conſtantly affirm. his Birth to have 
been in the Year when Auguſtus the thirteenth · time, 
and M. Plautius Silvanius were Conſuls, which was the 
Forty- fourth Julian Lear. Whether - this were real- 
ly ſo, I refer my Reader to the Conſideration of the 
5 ſeveral Opinions and Arguments reci- 
Anim. ad Fz- ted by Dion. Peravims upon this Head. 
rel. $1. A'og- For the greater eaſe in our C iſon 


PM Col. between two Kiſſexril-l have preſumed 
Lib. 4. De E- it as I have done: Or, if with Scaliger 
mend. Temp. we fay, the firſt gulian Year Was in 


- - _ , place of Biſſe til, and that in. the regu · 
lar Courſe the 5th, ↄth, 13th, Cr, are — 
for ſuch, this will make the Vear of our Lord's Na- 
tivity indeed the 45th, yet both that and the firſt Ju- 

lian Year REiſſetils, which is all I am concerned ors 


is according to the Opinion of the 
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for fo that we may take the Year of Soſgeness Obſer- 
vation as Biſſeætil, it will not make ve 13* diffe- 
rence in the falling out of the Vernal Equinox, altho 
another Tear becaſt in. I go onto 

Another, which paſſeth for an unqueſtion'd Obſer- 
vation, that in the Year 1582, when the Gregorian 
Account was inſtituted, the Vernal Equinox was 
taken to be March 11. whereas in the Year 1698 (a 
Year at the ſame diſtance from a Biſſextil, which in 
this way of Examination we ought always to take care 
of) it was by the Caroline Tables March 10. about 
Two of the Clock in the Morning, There is ſo {mall 
a diſtance between theſe Times, that ſcarce any Al- 
lewance, unleſs the Roman, will fo foon diſagree. 
Here appears one Day retroceded in 116 Years: 
Once 111 wants 5 Years thereof. ſhewing about 1 5* 
to be Retroceded in that while more than a Day, Pl 
that the” Equinox being about Two a Clock in the 
Morning the laſt Year, it muſt have been about 3 5 
inthe firſt here, or at Rome, for which place this Ob- 
ſervation was made, an hour later, our third being 
their fourth Hour. Mr. Lidyate's Allowance exceeds 
the Time elapſed 4 Years, 5. e. a whole Biſſextil,” gi- 
Ving 48 yet to be Retroceded to compleat an entire 
Day, and ſhewing ir therefore to have been ar firſt 
ſo much earlier. Bothi theſe conſiſt very well. Once 
the Roman Allowance indie an Exceſs of 17 Years 


and f, giving in time proportionate 3u 7) 12 which 
rar F et to he Retroceded brings us in the Vear of 
the Obſervance to March roth, 10 52) 48 P. AA. 
pere, and at Rome 11 52" 48"; fl e. the Day before 
the Obſervation, So that by it. the auinoæ was on 
| he fime Day in the Year 1698 whereon it was in the 
the former, and no Retroceſſion of a Day could pro- 
perly be affirmed. It will prove the Roman Regula- 
Irs to have been miſtaken then iu placing it on the 
„ 11th; 
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11th; and ſeems rather to juſtifie, the Noble Tycho 


Brahe, who at the ſame diſtance after the next Biſſex- 
til, whereat this was in reſpect of the preceding; 
5 i. e. 1586, obſerved it to L March 
| beer iat. the 1oth, 9 hours 8 minutes P. M. as 
e „ the Learned * Scaliger hath informed 
| us. 3 
We ſhall put down for the laſt generally acknow- 
ledged Obſervation, and which lies between the re 
that, at the Sitting of the Firſt Council of Nice in the 
Year 325, the Æquinoæ was founded by the Biſhop 
of Alexandria to be on March. 21 ; 1372 Years after, 
viz, in the Year 1697 (at the ſame diſtance from a 
Biſſextil) it was Calculated to be on the th of the 


ſame Month about 9 hours P. A. The further the 
Obſervation we compare it with is diſtant, the more 


we diſcover the Roman Allowance to diſagree ; a 
plain indication of its Falſity. Its Multiplication as 


above produces an Overplus here of 228, as much al- 
molt as will make two Days, bringing the «Aquinas 
at the time of the Council to March 20th, 43 24 
after 7 in the Morning at Alexandria, the Place of the 
Biſhop's Reſidence, or a little after 5 here. Mr. Li- 
dyate s Allowance ſuits here very well, producing 
after Multiplication an Exceſs of no more than 68, 
which, in reſpect of the time of the Vernal Ingrels's 
being made 1697 will place it in the Year 325, 
March 21th, 360 after 8 in the Morning here, and at 
Alexandria 160 after 11; which is near enough to ju- 
ſtifie both the Obſervation, and the Conſiſtence of this 


Allowance. The other of 111, after an Operation 


as before, comes 40 Years ſhort, which puts us to 
look for the aforeſaid Ingreſs, in the Vear of the Ob- 
ſervation, March 21th, 17 39 P. M. in this Longi- 
tude, and in that of Alexandria 2cÞ 19 P. MH. where- 
by, in the Civil way of reckoning a Day, it comes 


into the Morning of March 22th. But this, I pre- 
0 Sg ſume 
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ſume, may eaſily be accounted for, when we conſider 
the Obſervator was a great Aſtronomer, and in all pro- 
bability:reckon'd the Days in the Aſtronomical Me- 
thod, which counts from Noon one day to Noon the 


next; ſo that what in the civil Senſe is the Morning 


of the zzth Day, in the Aſtronomical is the latter 
half of the 21th. - Which (I think reaſonable) Sup- 
poſition being granted, will bring the Truth of this 
lat Allowance to a very near Conſiſtence alſo, with 
che Retroceſhon made in the Interval between our 
Lord's Incartiation, and the Sitting of this Council. 


For thus it being brought to the 22th the laſt Year in 
the Civil Account, according to which it was on the 


25th in the firſt, there are found 3 Days retroceded 
ia the 325 Years, ana thrice 111 makes 333, where- 
in there is an Overplis of but 8 Years, giving of Re- 
troceſſion when proportioned no more than one hour 
445 that it fell later in the laſt Day than it did on the 
firſt. Which, when we have allowed for the 5" and 

at. 4 advance, it made in the laſt, Years remo- 
Val a Vear further from a Biſſeutil, will put us on the 


time found, upon comparing this Allowance with 


the firſt; Obſer vation, as before, varying only 2 by 
renſon of ſome inconſidęrable Fractions, not before 
albow'd far. #1-y:n9v 1 2 mort 197 54 + 

And truly without the aforeſaid Conceſſion, it will 
be impoſſihle: to reconcile theſe tWo Obſervations, 
however generally they be acknowledged, with any 
regardr:00 che reſt, by any Allowance whatloever. 
For by whar': Allowance ſhall we ſay, there could b 
r of the equinox in 325 Years. 
as if both Days were reckoned alike there would be. 
It wilb agree with none yet propoſed that I know: of, 


nor can with apy, that will conſent too to the Time 
that hath been Calculated: for it ſince; or even that, 


whereſlit was held to be in 1582. For although the 
nv * D 3 | Rega 
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Regulation then made was defigned to be governed 


the Time they then obſerved it in, and one would 
think they could ſcarce have miſſed to make their Al- 
lowance to agree with it, yet it is not unlikely but 
they were miſguided, by their pitching upon a Year 
that was a Year further from a Biſſexr:l, than that 
they were to compare it with. The almoſt fix Hours 
the Sun came later to the equinox that Year, than 
it did the Year before, did occaſion a whole Day's 
miſtake in the Compariſon, if the equinox was they 
ſo early in the morning, as that the Deduction of 
the almoſt ſix Hours would bring it from the 11th to 
fall into the roth the Vear before, wherewith the 
Compariſon ought to have been made: As was the 
caſe, if we'll grant either Tycho Brahe's Obfervations 
ſoon after, or their own Allowance to be true. And 
then, inſtead of Ten Days they ſhould have cut off 
Eleven (and, if the before-memioned Conceſſion be 
made, as ſee not how it can be denied, Twelve) to 
bring it truly to the Time they aim'd at, and pro- 
2 their Allowance accordingly. For want of 
which, it may be, it is that, notwithſtanding their 
Omiſſion this Year of an Intercalar Day, within a leſs 
- compaſs of Time than their full Allowance, the A 
guinox is ſlipt from their Twenty-firſt Day, where 
they thought to keep it, and found in the Day pre- 
ceding. why might it not be through a Care- 
leſneſs in keeping to the ſame 2 a Biſ- 
fexril in — of this nature, that ſome have 
complain d of the Uncertainty they meet with in 
Tracing: out the true Meaſure of the Fear? But to 
return; Fr none £:9% Ned ii 21 
How far what L have ſaid may cauſe the Allowance 
of ir d look probable, I have no confidence to 
'affert. To make the Credit of it, or any other In- 
diſputable, will, I rather think, require fürther Ob- 


ſervations; 
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ſervations; and that in a ſtricter Senſe than in ſome 
places before I have meant them. Were the Obſer- 
vations that are handed to us from our Fore-Fathers 
enough and unqueſtionable ; or among thoſe we have 
could we nicely diſtinguiſh which ought to be heeded, 
and which not, the Service they would do us in dif- 
covering a certain Allowance I ſhould prefer before 
what could could be wrought from any Tables. But 
the difference, whether of Inſtruments, or Tables 


made uſe of in what I have here called Obſervations ; 


the difference of Meridians, which occaſions a diffe- 
rence in Time in the ſeveral Places where theſe have 
been taken; the ſeveral Methods for reckoning of 
Days, their beginning and ending; together with 
the Inconſiſtence of ſome Obſervations with others, 
and that ſometimes of the ſame Authors, neither a- 
greeing with themſelves, or others in any certain 
Allowance, makes it very much to be wiſhed, that 
ſome further and more nice Remarks and Obſerva- 
tions were made. It would do well therefore if ſome 
Obſervatories were erected, and skilful Mathema- 
ticians 1 to Remark every Year the exact 
Time of the S's coming to the Equinoctial Points. 
And for the better doing hereof, we may conſider, 
whether we ought not to deſire the Concurrence and 
Aſſiſtance of our Fellow Proteſtants on the Conti- 
nent, where, the Sky being generally more clear 
and ſerene, they will be in a greater Capacity of ac- 
complifhing it to ſatisfaction. Or if our Agents 
might be permitted to do it in Perſia, or ſome more 
Southern Parts, we ſhould * it to be done to a 
yet _ Perfection. Whereby, before, in all 
likelihood, there will be occaſion for the Omiſſion of 
an Intercalar Day, will be found after the comparing 
of one time with another, and proportioning the 
leyeral Retroceded Diſtances, if not an exact juſt 


Allowance 
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Allowance, yet one ſo near it as will be ſuffieient to 
keep our Kalendar right for a longer Time, than 
perhaps the World ſhall laſt. 
The uſe of an Allowance, when reſolv'd on, is by 
what hath been ſaid before ſufficiently intelligible; 
nor need I ſpend more words, either to Direct or 
Explain it. Only we ought to Note, that, whatever 
the Allowance is, if by the Multiplication of it as 
before there prove to be ſome Years yet: to come for 
completing the laſt Days Retroceſſion, it may be 
appointed, that the next Omiſſion of an Intercalar 
Day ſhall not be, before that Number of;Years, to- 
ther with the whole Allowance, be Expired. As 
Is Vears be required tot make-up the Retroceſſion 
of 16 Entire Days ſince our Lords Incarnation (which 
there is by the Allowance of 113) the next Omiſſion 
Opn Intercalar Day may not! be before the Year 
1887 (Which. will, this Reformation being made, be- 
cope LI ear); after Which .cvery:468th and. 
112rh (as before) if this Allowance be approved, ir 
ought to be Omitred, By which -meansa1onger Time 
will be gain'd. for perfecting our Obſervations; and 
if in this while, we are not fatisfied, an Allowance, 
which ſhall then appear moſt Probable;-rhay be Eſta- 
bliſhed, with a Proviſo for its Altèration, when a 
Better Diſcovery ſhall bs made. 
2 N one: with the ggain Particulars udertook 
for this Reformation, Ian further now! te Engage 
with ſome, Ohjections, char have been made gagainit 
the Altering af our Keler4ary. and which-fome may 
think of force againſt any, Reformation of it. Thete 
[ thall but prie y,coalider; for that I believe the 
will nor be qugh inſiſteg ens if Lhaxe bern a Happy: 
as in any meature. to have Hoff herd the:drend of 
unknown Piſtzalties in he Undertaking. . 5 $119 5 
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Iris acknowledged as to moſt of them, thit they 
have been principally deſigned againiſt our Changing 
for the Roman Stile. Vet ſince all Men hive baff 
Diſcretion we could wiſh them, and ſome rmay urge 
them further than was at firſt meant, if they afford 
any glimps of a Colour for that purpoſe, to prevent 
the Miſtake of any one fo inclined,” it can do no hurt 
to allow them here ſome mention? Such as think them 
of no Moment may freely paſs them over to what 
they ſhall judge more Material. 

1. As to what Danger there is of Pleaſing Rome, 


or Diſpleaſing the Diſſenters by Changing for the 


Gregori am Account; the Fear of it is wholly taken oft 


#4 


by-this Regulation; which differs more from! is 


Gregorian tllan the Old Kalendur. Whence juſtea | 
of giving/'Occafion'{s> new Differences, by Häkin 


a further Diſtintion of us from the, Romatziſts r 
may-pdſſibly be @'Means' of better Uniting, ulld. 0 


giving strength torte Proteſtant Intereſt. No"gne 
Who Looks abroad into the Wörld, und-f har 


Neceſſity there is now for it, wAlthinkatty falr ne). | * | 


that may contribute any thing thereto, 'unwotthy opt 
Negard. And if the Alteration propoſed” may "in 


any ſort be Inſtrumental to the Promotion of ſo great 
a Good What god Man will be againſt ir? Ae 


Author of the Juliun and Gregori Year grants ah 
% 0. Alteration allowable, where our Church 
Pol) 4: 2) may per ſome conſiderable Advantage 
„ nd by the Change. Which we ſhall alto 
further gain, by having this better Ground to *ftand 
upon in our Diſputes with the Romaniſts on” this 

iht z which had the Proteſtapts n the Palatſnnte Had 
laſp Vea, it miglir/have been mhctt᷑ queſtion d, Che- 
cher che Would! io euſily have fyelded to their Ene 
mids @Compliatee/-Qiic' Erref that is mork appa- 
zene may: lormbulG;5 be buffed By another that is fefd 


* 


od 


5 The Reformed Kalendar. 


ſo; but when once the Truth is cleared, it preſently 
ſtrikes an awe into the Opponents, and makes them 
Willing to withdraw frei the Contention; perhaps 
wins à Submiſſion, or, if not, leaves no Excuſe for 
the Opponent's Obſtinacy. And if the Truth be not 
abſolutely attained to in all points by this Regulation, 
yet our much nearer approach to it, than by either 
of the other Accounts, will I perſwade my ſelf be 
very manifeſt to all, who will but compare and con- 
ſider them: indeed ſo manifeſt, that there will ap- 
pear little left to ſay in a Diſpute for thoſe againſt it; 
whole Falſities are ſo Notorious, and their Confor- 
_ partly with the Old 'Heatheniſh, and part! 
with the Fewiſh Reckonings is ſo palpable, that-ithath 
been ſome wonder to me, how they eould pais through 
ſo many Learned Chriſtian hands without an Earlier 
Correction. e 10 idr THE ang 
If it be urged 29), that what ſo long hath n 
4 lightly, and without great and preſſing Oc- 
caſion be altered; and as to the Julian Account, all 
the Eaſtern, and many of the Weſtern Churches are, 
and have been long in a continued Poſſeſſion of it. 
This, altho' it may be meant againſt Embracing the 


Roman Stile, hath the ſame force againſt a Change 


for any other. And it would ſeem to have ſome Va · 
lidity, were the Error of no ill Conſequence, or were 
we not put to Defend it againſt thoſe, who are for- 


ward to take all Advantages to Expoſe us. It is true, 


what they oppoſe againſt it is not Exact; but it is 
nearer being ſo, than what we would keep; which 
gives us in the Contention the worſt End of the Staff. 
And this I ſee no Reaſon for, ſo long as having left 
them both, we may find another, which will be more 
conformable ta Truth.. This will, if not _— and 
Convince the Adyenſe. Party, yet render them-lefs 
forward to enter the Liſts upon a1 e * 
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be no more than what we may preſume would have 
been taken up at firſt, hadit been then as well under- 
ſtood. The Chriſtians, who firſt took up with the 


Julian Account, were but lately called, ſome from 
among the Heathens, and fome from among the Jem, 


and therefore no Marvel was it, that in their Account 


they retained ſomething of both, being induced there- 
to from their firſt imbibed prejudices. And had they 


been willing, there were not many of them able to 


find a better; and if any were, yet being Subject to 
the Government of their Enemies, as the Eaſtern 


Churches alſo now generally are, they had no means 


of bringing it to any Eſtabliſhment; As to the firſt 
Synod of Nice who firſt breath d in Liberty under a. 


Chriſtian Emperor, wherein ſomething relating here- 
unto was Debated, they ſhew'd ſuch.a want of Able 


Aſtronomers to canvals it thoroughly, that they ob- 


liged themſelves to one Single Man, zz. the Patri- 


arch of Alexandria, for receiving Notice of the Time 


when they ſhould keep their Eaſter; which, were 
ſuch an Order ftill-ro continue, they wauld do well 
to conſider the conſequence of, who would awe us 
with that Council. But the Objection from thence 
I'have conſidered before. Then as to thoſe of the 
Weſtern Church, who uſing ſtill the Julian Account 
may be Offended at our leaving it for another, I hum- 
bly offer, Whether it might not ſomewhat Strengthen 
our joint Intereſt againſt the Common, Enemy, ta 
Deſire (as was mentioned before) their Concurrence; 
which in ſo Reaſonable 4 Thing, nat at all relating 
to any Article of Faith in Diſpute, but rather tending 
ton a Cementing of us into a Further and Stricter 
Union; I ſcaree chink they will deny, whenever it 
fall be thought a iſit Seaſon to recommend it. 
163. Me are told, chat the calcering. of the Ancient 
Roman Account for tie preſent Julian, n 
W a ir 

| * 


60 The Reformed Kalendar. 
Firſt Year of its Inſtitution to be afterwards called 
by Learned Mer Aunus Confuſpnis; that the altering 
this for the Gregirian introduced alſo ſome Perplexi- 
ties, whence is infinuated, that in another Alteration 
we may Expect the like. But this is in a great mea- 
ſure, if not fully prevented, by the Addition of thoſe 
Two Colums which are placed firſt and laſt in each 


Month of the New Kalendar, to ſnew what Day and 


Month in the Two former Accounts each Day and 
Month in the New is anſwerable to And this may 
be ordered to continue, as long as thoſe Aceounts 


ſhall be in Uſe with any of our Neighbouring States 


or Kingdoms for Ever. Tis true ſome Difficulties 
may Apen itt afcerraining' and ordering juſtly the 
Times, on which ſeveral things are Limited, and to 
be Performed, from the Direction ànd Appointment 
of former Writings, Grants, Acts, and Covenants, 
in tlie Management öf our Civil Buſineſs. Rut they 
may eaſily be femedied by Enäcting, that all ſuch 
Times and Determinations of- Time mentioned in 
former Writings, Acts ec. ſhall be underſteod and 
taken for ſuch Times and Determinattons of Time, 
25 they hill be föund correſponding to, upon a due 
Compariſon with and adjuſtment of the Od Engliſn 
Stile ts the New, in the manner and according to 
the Method Obferved in the Preceding Kalenda ; or 
according to What other Rule the Wiſdom of our 


rdin 
againſt it I iid Fhuades3 it /necorting/ to the New, 
Which will be the'Fime for the Dererminationof m 
Veaſe; or Payment of my Money appointed: An 
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thus Lammas, or the Firſt of Auguſt in the Old, will 
be the 24th of Quintil in the New Stile; for which 
Days the former mentioned are to be taken, and ſo 
to be underſtood for Ever. I ſee no other Confuſion 
worth our Dreading, or which may not with leſs 
Trouble be eaſily avoided. | „ 
I 4%, what is ſaid of the Julian Accounts keeping 
a Medium between the Syderial and Tropical Periods 
be expected here to be anſwered, It will be enough 
I conceive to ſay, that, unleſs our Year were meaſu- 
red, and to be bounded by a Syderial Period, the 
ſuitableneſs of our Kaleydtr thereto need not here to 
be brought into the auen er er hath enough 
Taught us the Inconſtancy of ſuch Periods, and that 
were our Seaſons to be determined by them, they 
would in a while be ſo Tranſpoſed, that the one 
. would be put for the other; Spring, would come into 
the Place of Winter, and that by Degrees be brought 
into the Room of Summer. And. as for: what Help 
the Old Account may give in Calculation, the main 
End this Objection ſeems to have been urged for, Who 
will doubt but that there may be Tables made to ſup- 
ply that as well in another away? Or were it other- 
wiſe, when our Regulation {hall be perfected, the 
Convenience will be ſo great; and the need of New 
Calculations in reſpect of any Neceſſary part of our 
Kalendar ſo little, that a ſmall trouble upon chat ſcore 
ſhould be no ſufficient Reaſon to Obſtruct it. 
, Laſtly, ſhould any one Object, chat to find cut an, 
Exact Meaſure of the Year for the gaining of à juſt; 
Allowance, hath been always found by Learned Men 
ſo Difficult a Task, that it would argue us to be very: 
Vain, did we now think to accomplifh it. Such an 
Objection as this would have Equal Force agaiuft all 
Great Undertakings, and were it to be heeded would 
Diſcourage the attempting any thing that is Noble, 
| any 
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any thing that is not Ordinary and Eaſy. I am in- 
deed far from Flattering my ſelf with the thoughts of 
having done any thing Extraordinary towards clear- 
ing that Dark point, or of having performed more 
than a mean Offer at that, which others perhaps may 
hereby be provoked to Enquire more Narrowly into; 
yet if we are Right in what moſt Believe concernin 
the Day of our Lords Incarnation, and the time 4 
the Vernal ¶ÆMquinoæ that Year, we need not be afha- 
' medof recommending the Kalendar as is here ſet forth 
to be Eſtabliſhed. Whatever comes of the Allow- 
ance, ſo far we are ſure to be Right; we have 
ſhewed it Eaſy, and render'd it Convenient : if this 
be but granted us, in what belongs to the Allowance 
we ſhall willingly Submit to a Melins Inquirendum; 
and to make Enquiry herein can do no hurt, if it pro- 
duce no good. Or whatever judgment * upon 
the Performance in General; it cannot be denied but 
that the Kalendar will in ſeveral reſpects be much 
better than it is; and that if the Allowance cannot be 
made Exact, One may be found that will keep us 
much nearer to Truth than we are now; yea ſo near, 
that we ſhall be Subject to no Senſible Error for ſome 
Thouſands of Years. And we cannot but think, with 
the Poet, Eft aliquid prodire Tenxs, fi non datur Ultra. 
It will be ſomething to go as far as we can; and to 
fo, will T am perſwaded fufficiently compenſate for 
all the Trouble we ſhall be at; and produce a Change, 
if not the beſt, yet much for the better, and ſuch as 
may be wiſh'd for by all EI Men. 
Ican at preſent Recollect no further Objections, 
that deſerve any other Anſwer than what the Object- 
ors own thoughts may readily ſuggeſt ; unleſs any be 
Obſtinately bent to raiſe a Duſt to blind his own and 
others Eyes, for fear they ſhould ſee a a 
Tx . , f , me 
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ſome: Intereſt, or perverſe Humor makes him Urwil- 
ZZ TE ETD 

ft any no better Natured ſhould ſnarle at what 1 
have been here Endeavouring, and it proves that he 
ſnhe ws his Teeth where he can alſo Bite, at leaſt I ſhall 
have this Comfort, that my Deſign was good, What- 
le of my Performance. I Rnow here's 
Matter enaugh for ill Nature to work upon; thofe 
that look for Elegant Stile, quaint Expreſſions, fine 
Thoughts, or Subtle Speculations, may find here a 
Copious Subject to play upon: here's no Surprizing 
Turns, Entertaining Fancies, or Sparkling Wit; 
no ſharp Invectives, Biting Sarcaſms, or pungent 
Satyr; all appears Dry and Inſipid, Flat and Heavy, 
nothing to reliſh with a Delicate Palate, or entertain 
a Nice and curious Fancy. There was not any thing 
of this Nature in my aim; nor will conſequently any 
Cenſure thereupon be my regret. If I have contri- 
buted ought towards removing the Difficulties, which 
"vere conceived would be found in this Work, by the 
Draught I have here Expoſed of it, I am ſatisfied; 
and, if that procure the Deſired Reformation, ſhould 
be fully pleaſed. I have done my Endeavour to bring 
here the Subſtance of what to this End may be ſpoken, 


the manner of ſpeaking.it Fll grant may be mended, 
and ſhould have bens lad a — Able Pen would 


have undertaken it. The Faultineſs of our Kalendar 
expoſed us to ſome Inconveniences, and gave I thought 
ſome Advantage to our Enemies; ſo that willing 1 
was to fay ſome what, if ir werebarts ificite others to 
lay more. And might Ihave ſome Favour in the Ex- 
preſhon and Stile, I ſhould perhaps Flatter my elf, 
in reſpect to the Kalendar part, with the having here 
at large ſet forth a completely Reform'd One in alt 
its parts, with every thing that hath any Material Re- 


lation to it; ſo that there needs little more, * 
the 
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the Suffr lators, (and it may be ſome 
Thrall Packers N y \ fo Be it an 
"Effabb 45 But to others Mage it here ſub- 
mitted, wit 15 * $,, now it's gut to the Teſt, the 
Qgrections 9 Abler Workmen will Refine It. And 
Tome ſhould j proxe-1o croſs, as to, try to 
WAY all aBlunder,, it is not impoffihle, that 
In eben Fleiute, .or.. be Able to make no Rep 
t ſõme will be moyed to AY hat: their Gr 
| Willen do, until at len th the Point be Vs 
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